


























A growing number of student juvenile delinquents

In the sample of 519 juvenile delinquents, 58 of them are students. As shown in Figure
5, generally the number is rising, with 7 students committed in 2007, 6 in 2008, 11
in 2009, 18 in 2010, and 16 in 2011.

Figure 5: Student juvenile delinquents in 2007-2011

Further review of the distribution of students, junior high school is the main
stage of juvenile deliquency. As shown in Figure 6, 2 college students, accounting for
3.45% of the total of students; 3 primary school students, accounting for 5.17 %; 6
high school students, accounting for 10.34 %; 11 vocational high school students, ac-
counting for 18.97 %. In a total of 29.31 % of them are high school students, however,
junior high school students are more than that, accounting for 62.07 %.
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Figure 6: Distribution of student juvenile delinquents

3 Characteristics of juvenile delinquency
3.1 Property violation and personal injury are two major criminal types

Analyzing the selected 410 cases of juvenile delinquency, the result showed that the
criminal types are varied, including property violation, personal injury, drug-related
crimes, crimes of gangsterdom-related, illegal holding gun and ammunition etc. The
two major criminal types committed by juvenile are property violation and personal
injury. From the Table 2 below, it can be found that 324 juvenile delinquents com-
mitted stealing, snatching, and robbery, which are the three kinds of main crimes
involved with property violation; 116 committed crime of personal injury including
two main criminal types of intentional homicide and intentional injury.
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Table 2: Different criminal types

. % criminal %
criminal types cases |\~ 410) population | (N = 519)
robbery 130 31.7 207 49.88
stealing 105 25.61 117 22.54
extortion 5 1.22 8 1.54
property | financial fraud 3 0.73 4 0.77
violation | snatching 2 0.49 4 0.77
cheating and bluffing 1 0.24 1 0.19
kidnapping 1 0.24 1 0.19
total 247 60.24 342 65.9
intentional injury 69 16.83 77 14.84
intentional homicide 34 8.29 39 7.51
gang fighting 12 2.93 12 231
picking quarrels and making troubles 11 2.68 11 2.12
rape 7 1.71 7 1.35
personal [0 ealing 2 0.49 3 0.58
injury
injury 2 0.49 2 0.39
kidnapping 1 0.24 1 0.19
forced prostitution 1 0.24 1 0.19
illegal detention 1 0.24 1 0.39
total 140 31.46 154 30.44
drug trafficking 6 1.46 6 1.16
illegal holding gun 4 0.98 4 0.77
involving criminal syndicate group 2 0.49 2 0.39
transport of drugs 2 0.49 2 0.39
illegal possession of drugs 2 0.49 2 0.39
Others manufacturing drugs 2 0.49 2 0.39
concealing drugs 1 0.24 1 0.19
covering up or concealing 1 0.24 1 0.19
traffic offences 1 0.24 1 0.19
shelter others taking drugs 1 0.24 1 0.19
illegally holding ammunition 1 0.24 1 0.19
total 23 5.61 23 4.43
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3.2 Gang crime is the main crime modality

Similar results with previous researches were obtained in this study, 266 of 410 cases
involved with 375 juvenile delinquents (72.25 %), accounting for 64.88 % of the total
number of cases, gang crime is the main crime modality according to both analysis
of number of cases and that of juvenile delinquents.
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Figure 7: Distribution of crime modality and its juvenile delinquents

It is often very difficult for a juvenile to commit a crime, because both of the
strength of the individual and independent ability is poor. Because of the lack of
adequate physical strength, intelligence, courage and experience, juveniles gather
together to achieve common purpose by encouraging and getting psychological sup-
port from each other. From the analysis of some specific cases, juvenile delinquency
usually involves at least 3 or even more persons jointly commit crime, the largest
number up to nine people in this study, but without fixed organization.

Some typical criminal types are tend to be committed in gang crime such as
robbery, stealing, intentional injury, intentional homicide, affray, concealing stolen
goods, snatching, financial fraud, involving criminal syndicate group, illegal deten-
tion and crime of cheating and bluffing. Crimes of manufacturing drug, drug traffick-
ing, rape, illegal holding gun or ammunition etc. are only committed by individuals
in the survey.
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Figure 8: Comparison of juvenile delinquents with different crime modalities

As shown in Figure 8, robbery, stealing, intentional injury, intentional homicide,
and gang-related cases are the top four, followed by affray. Both student juveniles
and unemployed juveniles in society get involve in these gang crimes, especially in
recent years, students and unemployed juveniles in society jointly commit property
violation such as blackmail is becoming a new trend of juvenile delinquency.

3.3 Criminal motive is varied, but the sake of enjoyment is one
of the main causes

Various criminal motives include material motivation, sexual motivation and emo-
tional motivation such as revenge, jealousy, vanity, curiosity, being afraid of difficul-
ties (see Table 3). The same kind of motive may drive juveniles to commit different
kinds of crimes. For example, a juvenile might commit crime of stealing, robbery or
even fighting or murder for the sake of enjoyment; in turn, a crime can be caused by
different kinds of motivation, a juvenile commit stealing because of curiosity, imita-
tion or being afraid of difficulties.
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The purpose why juveniles committed property violation is raising money for
luxury, online games. Otherwise, a small number of juveniles committed for living
or being persuaded by bad friends to jointly commit crime.

Table 3: Motivation of juvenile delinquency

Motivation juvenile delinquents | % (N =519)
sake of enjoyment 272 52.41
Flaunt 62 11.95
Revenge 49 9.44
Brotherhood 43 8.29
Curiosity 33 6.36
Imitation 18 3.47
Forced 18 3.47
Being afraid of difficulties 12 2.31
Ignorance 5 0.96
Unidentified 4 0.77
Erotism 3 0.58
Total 519 100

3.4 Plenty of problem behaviors have been shown before crime

Many previous studies of juvenile delinquency have shown that juveniles show signs
of problem behaviors before crime. In the tenth meeting of the ninth session of the
standing committee of the National People’s Congress, prevention of juvenile de-
linquency of People’s Republic of China was approved. The problem behavior list was
as follows: 1) truancy, night out; 2) illegally carrying knives; 3) fighting, and abuse;
4) forced asking others for property; 5) stealing, intentionally damaging property;
6) gambling or disguised way of gambling;7) watch or listen to pornography, obscene
audio and video products, books, etc.; 8) illegally entering into dancing halls and
other places; 9) other serious behaviors violation of social morality. Foreign related
researches also argue that the following signs of juvenile delinquency: running away
from home, drinking, smoking, truancy, violation of curfew, make bad companion,
do not accept parents’ or teachers’ education, early sexual behavior, fighting, stealing,
and internet addiction. In this study, juvenile offenders display the following problem
behaviors, 1) being infatuated with network games; 2) truancy, night out; 3) fighting,
illegally carrying knives; 4) stealing, intentionally damaging property; 5) watch and
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listen to pornography, obscene audio and video products, books, etc.; 6) gambling
or disguised way of gambling.

4 Discussion

This survey was conducted within Chengdu city in China to understand the situa-
tion and analyze reasons of juvenile delinquency, further to provide underpinnings
of preventing juvenile delinquency for the government, which involving randomly
selected 410 cases from 7 courts and 519 juvenile delinquents.

Finding of this survey research demonstrated that typical characteristics of juveni-
le delinquents such as low level of education, obvious gender gap, increasing number
of student offenders and main characteristics of juvenile delinquency like property
violation and personal injury are major criminal types, gang crime is the main crime
modality, and plenty of problem behaviors have been shown before crime.

However, juvenile delinquency is a major social problem not only in China but
also worldwide, which has been listed as the third public nuisance after taking drug
or drugs trafficking and environmental pollution. The number of juvenile delinquents
is increasing year by year, and there is a series of tendency characteristics such as
younger juvenile delinquency, more complicated subject of crime, more criminal
types, more violence, and more gang crimes. Criminologists, sociologists, educators
and family members should all cooperate to radically reduce and prevent juvenile
delinquency further to promote healthy growth of juveniles.
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Comparison of Automatic, Manual and Real
User Experience Based Testing of Accessibility
of Web Sites for Persons with Visual
Impairment

(scientific paper)

Vojtech Regec

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to compare different models of accessibility evaluation
of websites. It describes various aspects of automatic, manual and user based forms of
accessibility evaluation in the context of visual impairment. Automatic analysis of ac-
cessibility implemented with the use of special programs brings exact evaluation findings
based on the source code, style sheets, scripts, and other parts of the website. We found
that the exactness of these findings does correspond with the real-life results based on
actual accessibility experienced by persons with visual disabilities. The presented results
of individual researches show a big variance in conformity with automatic and manual
evaluation. The discrepancies in the conclusions of automated and manual forms of
testing in 2008 we recorded in 41 % of web sites. In 2013 on a sample of 135 web sites we
recorded noticed significant differences in the conclusions of the 34 % of analyzed web
sites. This proves that model of manual accessibility evaluation is in terms of the overall
assessment of the state of web content accessibility irreplaceable. However, necessary
prerequisite for the implementation of manual evaluation is sufficient expertise, based
on the knowledge and accessibility standards as well as knowledge of the principles of
the use of assistive technologies for persons with visual disabilities. During an investiga-
tion, we also found that with the experience-based user evaluation model we can point
out such aspects of accessibility problems, which may not be caught by both automatic
and manual evaluation.

Keywords: evaluation of e-accessibility, university and college, visual impairment
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1 Introduction

Accessibility of websites has a key impact on the level of integration of persons with
visual as well as other disability. Impact of social digital exclusion of these individu-
als has a direct influence both on the individuals’ personal life and on the country’s
economic development. In this context, the main feature of e-exclusion is a long-term
manifestation of digital barriers preventing an individual in terms of integration in
general society. When solving the issue of digital barriers elimination, a necessary
condition is a system implementation of the assessment models and their individual
tools. The key starting point is a constant optimization of these evaluation proce-
dures, particularly due to rapid development of technical standards in the Internet
network and assistance technologies. In the following chapters, this paper describes
the selected positive as well as risk aspects of websites assessment within automatic,
manual and user form of testing. Our goal is to present not only different accessibility
assessment models but also to point out to their specifics and possibilities of their
cohesion.

2 Bases for assessment of accessibility

According to the MeAC study (Measuring Progress of eAccessibility in Europe),
before 2006, only 5 % of public institutions’ websites in the European Union was ac-
cessible. Declaration of the European Parliament and Council of 2012 accentuates
that only less than 10 % of Internet presentations (COM/2012/0721) in the public
sector is accessible, which means approximately a 5% increase in accessibility over
the period of six years.

The main deficit of the aforementioned approach to the issue of accessibility as-
sessment is the construction of strict and rigid boundaries between an accessible and
inaccessible website. If, according to the latest Declaration of the European Parlia-
ment and Council, only about 10 % of the websites is available, does it mean that 90 %
of websites shall be simply marked as actually inaccessible for all disabled groups?
Where is the methodical boundary between an accessible and inaccessible website?

Considering the rigid definition of these boundaries, it is also important to me-
thodically anchor the level of inaccessibility itself (severity of barriers) of a website.
Apart from technical criteria, it is also important that the assessment systems in-
cluded criteria based on actual needs of a disabled user.
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2.1 Automatic accessibility evaluation

Testing accessibility through automated tools (e.g. Total Validator, T. A. W,, Truwex,
Wave and other.) is a relatively fast and time-saving method of website checking.
Another distinct advantage is the exactness of results (graphic object lacks text de-
scription; document language is not defined; form fields are not correctly intercon-
nected with descriptions, etc.) and the option to quantify the outcomes expressed
for example in form of average number of errors on one website. There are several
formulas relating to operationalization of accessibility into mathematic notation -
from simple ones (Sullivan and Matson, 2000) focused only on the website error rate
(evaluating the proportion of actual and potential errors) up to more complex scoring
systems, for example the so called “Web Accessibility Barrier Score” (Zeng, 2004).

Buhler et al. (2006), in their experimental evaluation, compared results from
individual automatic controls (also creating their own calculation for this purpose,
identified as A3a, which is based on the so called Improved Aggregation Method)
with the test results from users. They confirmed that there may be a close relation
between automatic and user rating for selected areas. In their calculations for A3a
in this test, some of the results have shown as “in most cases are closest to the user
ratings”.

In 2008, on a sample of 300 websites, Regec compared accordance in the results of
automatic and manual controls. His research indicates high risk of presenting vague
results from automatic controls due to the fact that an automatic control without
subsequent manual control is not able to reliably evaluate any of the basic accessibility
aspects from the user point of view. He found out that a great portion of automatic
control results explicitly identified as erroneous has not been confirmed subsequently
in manual testing and vice versa. In 2008, total discrepancy between automatic and
manual accessibility control achieved 41 %. Our follow-up research in 2013 (n=135)
also confirmed discrepancy (34 %) in the field of automatic and manual evaluation.

Another substantial limitation of automatic control is a complete disregard for
qualitative aspect of non-compliance. We found that higher number of errors auto-
matically detected does not necessarily mean a lower accessibility rate. Figure 1 below
shows the example of high discrepancy level in the evaluation results of automatic
and manual control in accessibility of non-text elements.

JOURNAL OF EXCEPTIONAL PEOPLE, VOLUME 1, NUMBER 6, 2015 ARTICLES 119



41%

Figure 1: Accordance and discrepancy in the results of automatic and manual control for individual
samples of evaluating non-text elements in 2008 and 2013 (WCAG 1.0 - 1.1; WCAG 2.0 - 1.1.1)
n =435.

2.2 Manual accessibility evaluation

Manual accessibility evaluation is defined as professional check by an experienced
accessibility expert with relevant competence for such activity. Except being oriented
in rules and methodical procedures, a necessary condition for an expert is also the
knowledge of operational principles of assistance technologies designed for users
with disability. In addition to automatic tools, manual evaluation implies utilization
of assistance technologies for testing. A good practice of an accessibility expert is
to actively cooperate with the target groups and constantly obtain new information
about development and changes to these technologies.

The biggest disadvantage of the manual control is its time-consumingness. In
manual testing, there is also a risk that conclusions of individual experts will not
match. Such differences are mostly caused by experiences and preferences of the
expert, having impact on his/her assessment. Other factors include current level of
attention, fatigue, etc.

Regarding manual accessibility evaluation by experts, Brajnik, Yesilad and Harper
(2010) found that in many cases, their results are not sufficiently valid. They state
that experts recorded 20 % of false errors and on the other hand, failed to identify as
much as 32 % of actual errors. In the context of these claims, we suggest that there
is no unified accreditation or certification of an “expert for accessibility testing” in
practice. Therefore, criteria for an accessibility expert may be very vague and subjec-
tive in many cases.
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2.3 User accessibility evaluation

User testing is defined as an accessibility control by the target user group. The form
of user test implementation may be extremely variable and in practice differs from
case to case (from evaluating selected areas on a single web page to exhaustive check
of the whole website, from individual testing by a single user to involving several
target groups).

A distinct advantage of user testing implementation is the acquisition of infor-
mation on accessibility status from the target group directly - from individuals for
whom the whole concept of accessibility has been designed. However, user testing
itself is not able to provide us with fully objective image of accessibility because the
user does not necessarily keep track of all accessibility aspects. There is also a risk of
his/her subjective preference possibly influencing the user control results.

A common problem in user assessment is the confusion of accessibility with
user-friendliness. That means, deficiencies of a website not directly connected with
accessibility barriers but with its usability in general. For example, information sought
cannot be found not due to its inaccessible form but because of overall problem of the
user to orientate on the navigation bars, etc. With visually impaired persons, there
is also a high risk that they will skip evaluating certain areas altogether due to being
too inaccessible for them to recognize their presence. Also, some users are not able
to correctly evaluate all the areas due to their specific disability (visually impaired
persons cannot evaluate correctness of graphic object description, accessibility of
multimedia, etc.).

According to the extensive research among 1121 respondents, carried out by
WebAIM at the turn of 2008 and 2009, it was found that: “there is no typical screen
reader user”. This assertion proves an important fact, i.e. that it is not possible to
create a universal model of an person with disability. On the other hand, it should
be noted that several basic assumptions for an effective model of evaluating elec-
tronic information accessibility may be designed on the basis of general preferences
of individuals (e.g. higher priority for implementation of semantic organization of
information, etc.) as well as experiences (not every error within the source code
must have an impact on accessibility, etc.). Figure 2 below shows comparison of the
selected features among automatic, manual and user testing.
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Figure 2: Comparison of individual aspects of automatic, manual and user evaluation model

3 Conclusion

In the study carried out, we found that evaluation of accessibility based exclusively on
the automatic evaluation model is not able to assess the rate and quality of barriers on
a website fully reliably. At the same time, reducing and founding of accessibility only
on the contradictory poles limits the resources based on the aspects of actual needs
of individuals with visual impairment. Thus, we may state that incorporation of real
needs of disabled individuals into the accessibility evaluation is the key premise for
achieving integration and inclusive goals.

Our findings confirmed that the combined concept of accessibility evaluation
based on interconnection of automatic, manual as well as user model enables to com-
prehensively monitor the barriers for persons with visual perception impairment. At
the same time, this concept is supportive towards digital inclusion and participation
also for users with other types of disability, e.g. hearing impairment (Regec, 2014;
Potmeésilova, P, Potmésil, M. & Roubalové, M., 2014), motor and mental disabilities.
Therefore, the accessibility evaluation process cannot be considered as the goal in
itself but has to be the resource for creating websites suitable for all users regardless
of their disability.

122 ARTICLES JOURNAL OF EXCEPTIONAL PEOPLE, VOLUME 1, NUMBER 6, 2015



3.1

Acknowledgement

This paper was written with the support of the Grant Agency of the Czech Re-

public, the registration number: 14-33854P (e-Accessibility for Students with Visual
Impairment at Universities in Czech and Slovak Republic).

4 References

(1]

(2]

(10]

BRAJNIK, G., YESILADA, Y. & HARPER, S. 2010. Testability and validity of WCAG 2.0: the
expertise effect. In: Proceedings of the 12th international ACM SIGACCESS conference on Com-
puters and accessibility; New York, NY, USA. pp. 43-50.

BUHLER, C. etal. 2006. Interpreting Results from Large Scale Automatic Evaluation of Web Acces-
sibility. In Miesenberger, K., Klaus, ., Zagler, W.L., Karshmer, A.L. (Eds.) International Conference
on Computers Helping People with Special Needs. Heidelberg: Springer. pp. 184-191.
COM(2012) 721 final. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on
the Accessibility of Public sector bodies” websites.

POTMESILOVA, P., POTMESIL, M. & ROUBALOVA, M. 2014. Possibilities and limits of su-
pervision used in integrated education. The Online Journal of Counseling and Education. ISSN
2146-8192. pp. 11-27.

REGEC, V. 2014. E-Exclusion and E-Inclusion of Students with Visual Impairment at Secondary
Schools and Universities in the Slovak Republic. Valencia: 8th International Technology, Educa-
tion and Development Conference. ISBN 978-84-616-8412-0, pp. 2632-2636.

REGEC, V. 2008. Web accessibility in the Slovak Republic First Edition. Bratislava: UNSS.

ISBN 978-80-969061-2-3.

REGEC, V & PASTIERIKOVA, L. 2013. E-Accessibility for Students with Visual Impairment at
Universities in Czech and Slovak Republic In Procedia — Social and Behavioral Sciences Volume
106. ISSN 1877-0428. pp. 928-934.

SULLIVAN, T., & MATSON, R. 2000. Barriers to use: Usability and content accessibility on the
web’s most popular sites. In ACM Conference on Universal Usability. pp. 139-144.

ZENG, X. 2004. Evaluation and Enhancement of Web Content Accessibility for Persons With
Disabilities. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh.

WebAIM. 2009. Survey of Preferences of Screen Readers Users. Center for Persons with Disabili-
ties. Utah State University. http://webaim.org/projects/screenreadersurvey/.

(reviewed twice)

PhDr. Vojtech Regec, Ph.D.
Vice-Dean For International Relations
Palacky University Olomouc

Faculty of Education

Institute of Special Education Studies
Zizkovo n. 5, Olomouc

Czech Republic

e-mail: vojtech.regec@upol.cz

JOURNAL OF EXCEPTIONAL PEOPLE, VOLUME 1, NUMBER 6, 2015 ARTICLES 123






The development of haptic and tactile
perception in individuals with visual
impairment

(book review)

FINKOVA, Dita. Rozvoj hapticko-taktilniho vnimdni osob se zrakovym postiZenim.
1. vyd. Olomouc: Univerzita Palackého v Olomouci, 2011. 119 s. Monografie.
ISBN 978-80-244-2742-3.

Reviewed by Tereza Trefilikova

Visual impairment is considered to be one of the most severe health disabilities by
the general society. It is an important determinant of the development and the for-
mation of the personality and has a crucial impact on the possibilities of education
and socialisation of visually-impaired people.

Tactile perception is of paramount importance to visually-impaired individuals. It
is not possible to acquire the same amount of good quality information using other
compensatory senses: the hearing, the smell and the taste. It may be stated that this
sense to a great extent replaces the missing visual perception in visually-impaired
individuals.

A systematic training of touch is the core theme of the publication called “The
development of haptic and tactile perception in individuals with visual impairment”.
The book was published and printed by the Palacky University in Olomouc in 2011.
Its author, Dita Finkova, is a docent at the Institute of Special Education Studies of
the Faculty of Education at the Palacky University in Olomouc, a special pedagogue
and typhlopedic, author of a range of articles and publications in the fields of special
education and typhlopedy. The monography is the first print.

The publication is divided into nine chapters providing a general overview on the
issue of visual impairment. The first chapter outlines the historic background on the
care for a visually-impaired individual, it focuses on the personage of Louise Braille
and describes significant historic events leading to the formation of a writing system
for the blind. The second chapter deals with the classification of visually-impaired
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people. The text that follows describes the unique role of touch in the lives of these
individuals; the author lists the forms and ways of tactile perception, addresses the
issue of its development and emphasises the importance of typhlographics. The fourth
chapter introduces the methodology of Braille writing and reading education, de-
scribes the process in children of pre-school and school age, in individuals with late
sight loss and deaf-blind persons. The fifth chapter offers a comprehensive overview
of knowledge about Braille writing for the visually-impaired, characterises its features
and addresses the specifics of using the Braille code in various world languages. In
the sixth chapter the author characterises typhlotechnics. She classifies aids for the
visually-impaired individuals according to the areas of their use: spatial orientation
and independent movement aids, house aids, Braille reading and writing aids and aids
for their study and education. The seventh chapter focuses on the area of education
of individuals with visual and multiple disabilities. The author presents a summary
and characteristics of essential documents dealing with the educational process in the
Czech Republic and defines two basic forms of education of children, pupils and stu-
dents with visual impairment: education in the form of integration and education in
special schools designated to the visually-impaired pupils. In the eighth chapter, the
author presents a summary and basic characteristic of selected organisations offering
services to the visually-impaired individuals. These are Early-Care Centres, Special
Education Centres and the Czech Blind United (Sjednocena organizace nevidomych
a slabozrakych). The final, ninth chapter, is devoted to art therapy as a means of the
development of individuals with severe visual impairment.

The respective chapters are systematically, logically and clearly structured. Each
chapter starts with a short introduction into the area. The publication is supple-
mented with photographs and interesting links in order to provide the reader with
a comprehensive overview of the issues. The book, written in scholarly language, is
primarily intended for students of special education, typhlopedics, special educators
and psychologists. However, people with visual impairment and their relatives may
also benefit from reading the book.

Mgr. Tereza Trefilikova

Institute of Special Educational Studies
Faculty of Education

Zizkovo nam. 5

771 40 Olomouc

Czech Republic
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Best practices in special education in Nigeria

OYUNDOYIN, J. In T. A. Ajobiewe & K. Adebiyi (Eds.). Access and Quality of
Special Educational Needs Service delivery in Nigeria. Ibadan-Nigeria: Glory-Land
Publishing Company, 2013.

(book review)
Reviewed by James Abua Ewa

Prof. John Oyundoyin is a lecturer in the Department of Special Education, Univer-
sity of Ibadan, Nigeria. He has published many researched articles in Deaf education
in both local and international journals.

In this article, the author tries to review the best practices that can be adopted to
ensure effective service delivery to the special needs children in Nigeria. According
to the writer, ‘Best Practices in special needs education implies in meeting the needs
of the persons with special educational needs and challenges, the concept of special
education service delivery must be a holistic and individual centred program. This
will make the service delivery interesting and beneficial to persons with special needs,
their families and the executors of the special education programmes. Accordingly,
the author identified the parameters that can facilitate best practices of special needs
education service delivery to include:

o Total adherence to the fundamental Tenets of Special education.
o Making use of highly qualified special educators.

« Adoption of responsible practices of special education.

o Practical practices of individualized education programme and conferencing.
« Utilization of the principle of Responsible classroom practices.

» Provision of accommodations.

o The need for instructional modification.

o The use of Assistive Technology (AT) devices.

o Advocacy and awareness creation.

 Full implementation of inclusion/inclusive education practices.
o People first.

o Collaborative services from related disciplines.

» Parental involvement.

o Community efforts.
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The author upholds that best practices of special education services delivery can
be attained if the current trend on inclusive education is put in place. The reason
being that inclusion simply aims at removing all forms of labelling and by placing
all children in their nearest neighbourhood schools, regardless of the type of disa-
bilities and the level of severity. Moreover, it is has been observed that segregation
of children in special classes denies these children access to normal experiences and
that segregated services have not only but have also resulted in inadequate education
for the children with special needs/disabilities. Inclusion on the other hand portrays
there are no differences between children with disabilities and those without disa-
bilities thereby encouraging all children to be part of the general education class.
The author pointed out that inclusion has been widely supported by governments
worldwide and in essence, it assumes that children with special needs are a part of
the society and should be educated based on the principles of normalization, that
is all persons regardless of ability should live and learn in environment as close to
normal as possible (Wolfenbergers, 1972, The Salamanca Statement UNESCO, 1994).
The basic idea behind normalization is that persons with special needs should be
viewed in the ways in which they are the same as other people, rather than on the
way in which they are different.

The author noted that lack of awareness about learners with special educational
needs by service providers, policy makers and the community at large is a common
problem. In that presently in Nigeria, there is low level of advocacy and lobbying for
the rights of persons with disabilities by concern parents, communities and disability
organizations. Therefore, owing to that, issues relating to special needs education and
disability have not been given prominence in public meetings and the media. He po-
inted out further that the best practices in special needs education are practices that
advocate for the rights of persons with special needs/disabilities and ensure that they
are fairly treated. This is because persons with disabilities are marginalized. The mar-
ginalization which is largely founded on misconceptions and mistaken beliefs, cul-
tural practices and attitudes which have led to prejudice paternalistic treatment and
at times, outride discrimination and as a result majority of persons with disabilities
have limited access to education due to lack of public awareness on the capabilities of
the individuals with special needs that would have otherwise addressed these issues.

The writer opines that the best practices in special needs education service de-
livery can be on the offing with multidisciplinary collaboration, the use of assistive
technology devices, parental involvement as well as community efforts put in place,
much can be achieved. He sums up by holding that:

o Special education programmes and services should be a top priority of govern-
ment budget to the education sector, as this is the only means by which the gover-
nment can show her commitment/concern for persons with special educational
needs in the country.
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« The official acceptable best practices in special education should be clearly spelt
out in the education policies of the countries of the world.

o The use of IEP should be mandated in the education of persons with special needs.

o Frequent on the job training should be made available to the regular classroom
teachers in order to acquaint them with the principles and dynamics of special
needs education practices.
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